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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1955 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  . ..  „ . . . .. 

Population  (Census  l$2l)  ...  . ..  . 

(Census  1931)  0„0  ««.  . .<> 

(Census  1951)  * . « ».«  „.0 

Estimated,  population  for  Birth  & Death  Rates  1955 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31/12/55) 

Number  of  persons  per  house  00o  . O.o 

Rateable  Value  , 1st  Aprils  1956°  ° . . °.. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate.,  1955” 56  . . . 

Number  of  births  000  0 • » . . . . . . 

Net  birth  rate  o»o  ...  . . ° . . . 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  „<>. 

Number  of  deaths  of  residents  ...  oo. 

Net  death  rate  ° » o ...  oo.  o.o 

Number  of  deaths  under  1 year  c . . 0 . . 

Of  these  there  were  illegitimate  ...  ... 


7,353 
31,088 
30,970 
28,826 
28 , 120 
7,417 
3°  7 
£172,546 
£381 
492 
17*49 
14 
319 
11*34 
22 


Infantile 

mortality,  per 

1.000  births  ... 

o 

• • 

44*71 

Number 

of 

women  dying 

from  childbirth  . tt.o 

o 

0 o 

1 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

f orms 

of 

Tuberculosis 

o 

o o 

6 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

Influenza 

0 

0 • 

1 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

Bronchitis 

o 

o o 

27 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

Pneumonia 

0 

€ 9 

17 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of  Measles  „ ° o 

9 

e o 

0 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

Circulatory  Diseaes 

107 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

Cancer  . . o 

• 

0 0 

43 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

Pneumoconiosis 

© 

o o 

7 

Year 


Births 


Deaths 


1948 

703 

325 

1949 

642 

338 

1950 

626 

319 

1951 

577 

394 

1952 

563 

300 

1953 

554 

333 

1954 

534 

327 

1955 

492 

319 
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Municipal  Offices, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council® 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Unofficial  Strikes  and  Vandalism 

We  are  living  in  an  epoch  which  one  would  think  to  be  the 
golden  days  of  the  working  man.  Full  employment  and  the  social 
services  have  brought  to  an  end,  one  would  think,  the  grim  struggle 
for  survival.  Yet,  for  all  that,  the  working  man  is  not  satisfied; 

In  vain  it  is  pointed  out  to  him  that  the  Cingalese  coolie  works 
twice  as  hard  and  twice  as  long  for  a fraction  of  his  wages.  Disputes, 
unofficial  strikes  and  the  abuse  of  benefit  schemes  continue  unabated® 

It  has  occurred  tc  me  that  a monograph  pointing  out  the 
fundamentals  of  human  health  and  happiness  would  not  be  amiss  at  this 
juncture.  Having  worked  seven  years  among  the  South  Wales  miners 
and  conversed  with  them  informally  on  countless  occasions,  I believe 
I can  lay  bare  the  roots  of  the  problem  rather  than  merely  philosophise 
about  the  various  twigs  and  branches® 

The  ideal  existence  for  a man  or  a woman  is  that  each  should 
be  born  under  the  best  obstetric  conditions,  be  fed  and  reared  on  the 
best  possible  diet  with  a minimum  of  illnesses,  be  well  educated,  get 
married,  in  their  turn  rear  children  in  the  best  possible  surroundings , 
grow  old  gracefully  and  die  respected,  beloved,  and  assured  of  salvation® 
Now  this  is  precisely  what  only  happens  in  a minority  of  cases.  The 
failings  of  society  and  individuals  take  a heavy  toll.  War,  crime  and 
dissoluteness  lie  in  ambush  along  life’s  trail.  Unnecessary  and  pre- 
ventable suffering  lie  in  wait  for  each  of  us  before  we  go  on  our  last 
slow  journey. 

Beligious  thought  has  long  acknowledged  this.  BrahmaMsm, 
one  of  the  world’s  oldest  religions,  considers  that  the  deity  is  an  ad- 
mixture of  the  egoes  or  souls  of  all  human  beings,  dead,  living  or  un- 
born and  from  which  human  souls  depart,  or  return;  this  process  apparently 
making  eternal  existence  tolerable.  It  acknowledges  also  the  existence 
of  minor  deities  who  preside  over  various  human  activities  and  bestow 
penalties  or  favours. 


Aberbargoed, 
Bargoed,  Glam. 
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About  five  hundred  B.C. , Gotama  Buddha,  seated  for  seven  days 
beneath  a pipal  tree  near  Benares,  obtained  the  enlightenment  which 
founded  a new  philosophy  and  religion  in  revolt  against  the  Brahman  cult, 
"All  existence  consisted  of  suffering",  he  saido  Souls  passed  from  one 
existence  to  another,  to  suffer  repeated  death  and  bereavements,  famine, 
war,  pestilence,  and  so  on.  The  root  cause  of  all  suffering  was  desire  <= 
suppress  desire  and  suffering  is  abolished,  and  "Nirvana",  the  Buddhist 
heaven  is  attained.  The  strength  and  weakness  of  Buddhism  lies  here. 

"What  is  Nirvana?"  his  disciples  asked  the  ageing  Gotama.  "If  I tell  you, 
you  will  desire  it  and  continue  to  suffer",  he  answered.  "Therefore, 
although  the  truth  is  known  to  me,  I will  not  reveal  it.  I.  desire  no- 
thing and  cannot  be "reborn".  And  so  the  soul  of  Buddha  passed  into 
Nirvana,  never  to  return.  (But  whether  to  a conscious  or  unconscious  state 
of  existence  does  not  concern  the  faithful  follower  of  Buddha.) 

Christianity  does  not  acknowledge  reincarnation,  but  regards 
this  life  as  a trial  of  character  by  means  of  which  those  who  prove 
themselves  worthy  will  enjoy  eternal  bliss.  Those  who  endure  earthly 
suffering  do  so  as  part  of  the  test.  Above  all  do  not  provoke  unnecessary 
suffering  in  others.  Do  not  desire  things  of  this  world-where  moth  and 
rust  do  corrupt  and  thieves*  break-  through  and  steal.  Lay  yourself  up 
treasures  in  heaven. 

Tet,  in  spite  of  the  past  preponderence  of  religious  thought  in 
the  world  human  behaviour  rebels  against  the  humdrum.  * In  agricultural 
communities  this  has  not  been  so  much  the  case  and  every  year  the  problem 
appears  to  become  more  acute.  Tet,  Gibbons  described  vividly  the  behaviour 
of  German  communities  a few  centuries  after  the  birth  of  Christ.  Suddenly, 
the  whole  village  would  be  in  a turmoil.  The  young  men  would  gird  on  their 
weapons  and  after  being  harangued  by -various  speakers,  and  fortified  by 
beer  and  liquor,  would  clash  their  spears  on  their  shields  and...mar.ch  off  to 
war  on  distant  unknown  enemies  and  desert  their  wives  and  children  pro- 
bably never  to  see  them  again.  Nearer  home,  we  have  the  baffling  problem 
of  unofficial  strikes  which  cramp  the  trade  unions  and  lead,  in  the  end, 
to  a lower  standard  of  living.  Public  amenities  are  damaged  by  groups  of 
"teddy"  hooligans  and  men  go  home  singing  at  eleven  o'clock  regardless  of 
their  comrades,  their  children  and  invalids,  who  are  trying  to  sleep.  We 
read  in  the  papers  that  devil  worship  and  black  magic  are  another  outlet 
to  this  craving  for  relief  from  the  humdrum,  and  in  every  conceivable  way, 
persons  increase  the  amount  of  suffering  each  individual  must  endure  during 
life  on  this  earth. 

* Brahmanism,  the  religion  also  of  the  Hindus,  Buddhism  and 
Christiainty  normally  cover  all  but  a tiny  fragment  of  work  population. 
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manual  labourers  seem  to  me  to  be  the  world® s most  cheerful  citizens. 

A day' s outing  in  a charabanc  brings  pleasure  to  most  people  except 
those  who  own  their  own  cars.  Once  the  novelty  of  those  things  we 
desire  and  obtain  has  worn  off,  there  is  no  further  pleasure.  Without 
health  there  is  no  pleasure  at  all. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Bo  A«  HOEY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


B I R T_H,  S 1955 


The  births  registered  during  the 

year: 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

242 

236 

Illegitimate 

9 

5 

Totals 

251 

241 

Live  birth  rate  per  1*000  of  the  population 

® ° ® 17.40 

Percentage  illegitimate  to  legitimate 

000 

0 « 0 2.89 

S ifci  lHDir*fclis  000  coo  oeo 

0 © c 

0 0 • 15 

Births  for  the  previous  years  may  be  compared.? 

1949-  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955 

642  626  577  563  '554  534  492 


DEATHS  19  5 

Noo  of  deaths  during  year  » ® . 00» 

The  death  rate  after  correction  of  inward  and 
outward  transfers  ...  ...  »so 

Death  rate  for  the  previous  years  may  be 

1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 

11.69  11*00  13 o 78  10,78  11,68 
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319 

000 

0,«  1 1 o 34 

compared: 

1954  1955 

11»55  ll°34 


DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Under 

1 week 

0 

9 0 

0.  0 0. 

© 0 0 

0 9 0 OOO 

8 

I - 2 

weeks 

0 

0 0 

a 0 O/ 

0 0 9 

O O © OOO' 

2 

2—3 

weeks 

0 

0 0 

0 9 0 

000 

000  0 © 0 

— 

3-4 

weeks 

0 

0 0 

0*0 

000 

000  0 0 © 

1 

Total 

under 

one  month 

11 

1-3 

months 

0 

• 0 

000 

000 

000  0 © © 

3 

3 - 6 

months 

0 

e 0 

©00 

0 9© 

0 0 • 000 

5 

6-9 

months 

0 

0 0 

0 © 0 

OOO 

0 9 0 OOO 

2 

9-12 

i months 

0 

0 <v 

a 0 0 

OOO 

OOO  OOO 

1 

Total  11 

COMPARISON  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Bedwellty  Urban  District 


Monmouth  County  . « <> 
England  and  Wales 


o . « 44»  71  per  1,000 

births 

o«o  33°  96  per  1,000 
births 

*00  24.9  P©r  1,000 

births 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 
NIL 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Per  1,000  births  (Live  and  Still) s 
Be  dw  ell ty  000  000  o®o 

Monmouth  County  o <, . „ „ » 


2.0 

O.98 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  1955 


Cause 

Males 

i 

Females 

Tuberculosis  (Baspiratory) 

4 

2 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

— 

Measles 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

_ 

Diphtheria 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

- 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— . 

Parasite  Diseases 

— 

Cancer 

’Stomach) 

7 

3 

Cancer 

[Lung) 

9 

Cancer  i 

[Ereast) 

- 

1 

Cancer 

[Uterus) 

— 

2 

Cancer  i 

[Other  Sites) 

10 

11 

Leukaemia 

— 

— . 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

15 

5 

Coronary  Disease  — Angina 

10 

10 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

3 

Other  heart  diseases 

18 

32 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

12 

9 

Influenza 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

14 

3 

Bronchitis 

Id 

11 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

10 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

Gastritis;,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

4 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

- 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

1 

Congenital  malformation 

6 

- 

Other  defined  and  illdefined  diseases 

4 

23 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

Other  Accidents 

10 

2 

Suicide 

2 

— 

Totals 

163 

120 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


TUBERCULOSI  S 


Occupational  Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 


MALES 


Pulmonary 

Non— Pulmonary 

Total 

H.M*  Forces 

p 

2 

Farmer 

1 

— 

1 

Crane  Driver 

1 

— 

1 

Shop  Manager 

1 

- 

1 

Bookmaker 

- 

1 

1 

School  Age 

2 

- 

2 

Machine  Operator 

2 

— 

2 

Factory  W6rker 

3 

— 

3 

Miner 

8 

— 

8 

Fitter 

1 

"1 

1 

Old  Age  Pensioner 

1 

— 

1 

FEMALES 


Housewife 

6 

2 

8 

Clerk 

1 

— 

1 

Shop  Assistant 

1 

— 

1 

Factory  Worker 

5 

— 

5 

School  Age 

3 

- 

3 
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HOSPITAL  AND  SANATORIUM  TREATMENT 
OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary  Cases 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases 

ll  U x bd  _L 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Cefn  Mabiy 

1 

5 

— 

— 

Gian  Ely 

5 

1 

3 

3 

Energlyn 

9 

8 

- 

- 

S,  Wales  San. . Talgarth 

1 9 

11 

- 

- 

Gelligaer  Hospital 

4 

5 

1 

- 

Memorial  Ward,  Chepstow 

* 

— 

- 

- 

N.  Wales  San.,  Denbigh 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Sully  Hospital 

5 

11 

— 

— 

City  Isolation  Hospital 

3 

3 

- 

— 

Cardiff 

Adelina  Patti,  Swansea, 

- 

T 

X 

- 

— 

West  Wales  Sanitorium 

— 

— 

Mount  Pleasant  Hospital 
Chepstow 

■J 

8 

— 

- 

Kensington  Hospital, 

St.  Brides  Haverfordwest 

— 

1 

- 

— 

Pontsarn 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Mardy 

2 

— 

— 

51 

55 

4 

3 
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MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF 


NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary  Cases 

Non— Pulmonary  Cases 

January 

2 

— 

February 

3 

1 

March 

3 

- 

April 

- 

— 

May 

5 

June 

4 

- 

July 

c: 

j 

August 

6 

- 

September 

6 

L 

October 

- 

1 

November 

2 

— 

December 

2 

1 

38 

3 

COMPARISON  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS 
FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE 
LAST  TEN  YEARS 


Year 

Formal 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1946 

38 

2C 

194  7 

35 

16 

1948 

36 

19 

1949 

42 

19 

1950 

32 

15 

1951 

46 

10 

1952 

38 

9 

1953 

34 

11 

1954 

37 

r 

c. 

1955 

38 

3 

13  - 


Total 

On 

Ui 

8° 

O 

O 

® 

4 

on 

on 

ON 

v_n 

-P- 

U1 

8 

v_n 

vn 

tv 

t_n 

8 

4^ 

on 

fV) 

U1 

8 

tv 

t/i 

M 

on 

8 

to 

on 

t_n 

8 

h-* 

v_n 

M 

on 

0 

1 

M 

Age  Period 
in  Years 

1)0 

V 

ro 

CV 

tv 

on 

tv 

U1 

h-J 

8 

! 

K 

y 

16 

8 

1 

to 

to 

IH 

oo 

tv 

8 

8 

43 

M 

3 

O 

a 

p 

tv 

03 

fO 

tv 

on 

4^ 

M 

tv 

4^ 

8 

0 

| Total 

4 

*<! 

NEW 

o 

M 

8 

1 

H* 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

S 

as 

o 

CO 

a 

w 

to 

8 

*> 

1 

8 

8 

JO 

8 

8 

8 

1 

41 

M 

3 

to 

W 

< 

8 

8— ’ 

8 

to 

8 

! 

0 

1 

Total | 

0 
a 
p 

1 

A 

'I 

*£* 

M 

ro 

8 

M 

8 

8 

8 

8 

0 

e 

4> 

p 

t* 

to 

8 

8 

M 

8 

3 

' M 

8 

8 

1 

£3 

o 

§ 

fcl 

H 

N> 

H 

M 

8 

M 

8 

’ ' 0 

1 

Total 

4 

*<! 

w 

•3 

W 

8 

8 

1 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

I 

S 

2 

CO 

L 

c 

8 

8 

f 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

P 

1 

43 

&* 

o 

a 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

1 

8 

P 

8 

1 Total  1 

p 

4 

< 

p- 

® 

P 

c+ 

tr 

to 


C+- 

tr 

® 

P 

H- 

CO 

® 

P 

CQ 

® 

P 

P 

4 

H- 

a 

3*5 


NO 

on 

t_n 


o 

mil 

3 

<1 


i 

3* 

M 

® 

CO 

a* 

o 

s 

to 

c+ 

tr 

® 

a 

® 

o 

P 

to 

® 

ra 

o 

Hj 


c+ 

P 

O' 

® 

4 

O 

P 


m 

P 

a 

p* 


►3 

d 


14 


CASES  AND  MORTALITY 


Ed 

43 

•np 

CO 

43 

g 

* 

43 

CO 

4 

O 

S3 

Cl 

O 

93 

Cl 

P* 

P 

0 

«<! 

M 

Cl 

p 

P 

4 

93 

0 

Cl 

93 

ffl 

H- 

4 

P 

93 

CQ 

0 

E 

4 

H- 

O 

43 

P 

C* 

a 

r— 1 

43 

3 

t— 1 

td 

43 

3 

Cl 

0C5 

Cl 

H 

0 

Cl 

1— 1 

ci 

«<9 

4 

O 

td 

43 

CO 

P 

P 

a 

CO 

M 

a 

93 

O 

P- 

ot 5 

UJ. 

fed 

93 

1 — ■ 

M 

O 

CQ 

O 

93 

41  • 

Ss» 

CQ 

H- 

O 

Cl 

Cl 

O 

Cl 

CO 

e+ 

41 

O 

P 

P- 

O 

<1 

td 

►3 

H- 

93 

c+ 

C 

Cl 

0 

CQ 

4 

M 

Cl 

bd 

CKJ 

4 

c+ 

Cl 

4 

P* 

93 

K 

M 

«C 

I—1 

H- 

P 

CQ 

93 

CO 


■P* 

ro 


0\ 

-P» 


on 

o-* 


co 

O 

ro 

ro 

vo 


CO 

ro 

OJ 

l 

-p. 

ro 


on 

O 

on 


on 


ro 


ci 

o 

e+ 

H- 

o 

P 


19  11 


I I I 

I I 1 


! I 


I t 


M 

on  ro 


4^ 

o IV)  9 


ro  l 


I I 


l 


Os 

h-*  u> 


-P* 

CO  M I 


CO  M 


M I i 


9 1 I 


ro 

t— 1 

On  -P» 


l ro 


9 1 


I i 


i 0 


Q\ 


On 


ro 


i I I i I 


ro  i i i 


I ro 


9 i 


on  I 


-P> 

On  t-»  (-> 

on  I O Co  on  on 


on 


no 


under  1 yr« 

1- 2  yrs. 

2- 3  yrs. 

3- 4  yrs. 

4 - 5 yrs. 

5 -10  yrs. 
10=d5  yrs. 
15-20  yrs. 

20-35  yrs. 
35-45  yrs. 
45-65  yrs. 
65  & over 


!» 

Q 

H 


0 

to 

o 

9 

CO 


Total  all 
ages 


und 

er 

l yr 

1 - 

2 

yrs. 

2 - 

3 

yrs. 

3 - 

4 

yrs. 

4 - 

5 

yrs. 

5 - 

10 

yrs. 

10- 

15 

yrs. 

15- 

20 

yrs. 

20- 

35 

yrs. 

35- 

45 

yrs. 

45- 

65 

yrs. 

65 

& < 

aver 

o 

w 


o 

to 

o 

d 

43 

co 


Total  all 
ages 


o 

> 

CO 

M 

CO 


3 

o 

*-3 

M 

41 

ta 

w 

td 


td 

p 

w 

02 


fed 

O 

•-3 

I — ! 

o 

a 

in 


co 

M 

> 

CO 

fed 

CO 


> 
o 
o 
o 
td 
td 
1 — 1 

a 

o 


•-a 

o 


> 

o 

w 


o 

w 

o 


CO 


p» 
t-* 
►<! 
CO 
I— I 
CO 


o 

41 


-3 

o 


o 

> 

CO 

fed 

CO 


td 


td 

td 

> 

*-3 

m 

co 


4) 

S3 

Q 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


(Telephones  Bargoed  2137) 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council* 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Aberbargoed, 

Bargoed,  Glam* 

6th  June,  1956 • 


Mr-  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Anuual  Report  on  the 
work  done  in  my  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955» 


DAN  POWELL 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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NOTICES  SERVED 


?y 


5- 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Sec„  92  and.  93) 
(Abatement  of  nuisances,  repairs  to  property) 


Intimation  Notices 
Abatement  Notices 


2.  Public  Health  Act,  1936°  (Sec0  83) 

(Cleansing  of  Premises)  000  000  ... 

3.  Public  Health  Act,  1936<>  (Seca  138)  & Water  Act,  1945* 
(Provision  of  adequate  water  supply  to  houses) 

4„  Food  and  Drugs  Act?  1938°  (Sec.  13 ) 


332 

124 

20 


18 


/Contravention  in  respect  of  premises  where 
food  is  prepared,  sold  or  stored  0o0 

Pfectones  Act,  1937° 

Number  of  Notices  . .0  <><=.. 


am- 4 

NIL  ■ 


HOUSING  ACT,  193& 


Below  is  a table  showing  the  action  taken  during  the  year  ,, 
in  the  case  of  individually  unfit  houses  (demolition^ 
closure  and  repair) o 


DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS 

Noo  of 
Houses 

Number  of 
Persons  Displaced 

1.  Housing  Act.  1936,  - 
(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of 
formal  or  informal  procedure  under 

Se  C.  11  OOO  POO  09  0,  9.0 

12 

j 

42 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an 
undertaking  given  by  the  owners 
under  Sec.  11  and  still  in  force 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  ( Sec. 12) 

Nil 

Nil 

• "*  ■<£  ....  3 51  j i 

1 

4 ' 

2.  Housing  Act*  1949* 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Sec. 3 (l) 

Nil 

. Nil 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and 
Closing  Orders  substituted  under 
Sec, 3 (2) 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions')  Act,  1953. 

* 

(a)  Under  Sec.  10  (l) 

3 

3 
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REPAIRS 


Informal  Action 

4.  Number  of  unfit  or  defective* houses  rendered  fit 
during  the  period  as  a result  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health 

lOt , 1930 _ « « • •••  » .»  • . a • o 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 
5«  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices 


6. 


by  owners  ...  • • • . . . 

by  local  authority  on  default  of  owners 


Housing  Act,  1936 


Number  of  houses  made  fit  after 
notices 


(a.)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  on 


hoi  •'  0 ■ 

service  of  formal 


• a 9 o 9 o 

default  of  owners 


No*  of 
Houses 


125 


64 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


HOUSING  ACT  I936  - UNFIT  DWELLINGS 


The  position  of  the  Slum  Clearance  Scheme  in  the  Area  to 
the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows*- 

(1)  The  original  scheme 


i Under  the  scheme  submitted  to  you  in  May,  1953  and  approved 
by  thf  Council,  and  later  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government: - 


(a)  Total  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with*- 


1 

Immediately 

75 

la  five  years 

• % • 

5 6 

In  ten  years 

• e e 

75 

Total* 

206 

(2) 


The  position  to  date: 


No.  of  houses  dealt  with,  either  by  demolition  order 
or  closing  order  •«*  . ..  ...  ...  35 

No.  of  families  rehoused  in  Council  houses  17 

No.  of  houses  to  which  demolition  orders  01  ; ^ . 
closing  orders  have  been  made,  and  awaiting 
action  by  the  Counoil  ...  ...  ...  18 
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(3)  Houses  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  scheme* - 


1 


(a)  Houses  requiring  immediate  attention: 


Ward 

Clearance 

Areas 

Individually  unfit 
houses 

Closure  of  part 
of  houses 

New  Tredegar 

- 

— 

70,  Lower  Road0 

Aberbargoed 

- 

5,  High  St0  Bdwlty0 

- 

Pengam 

1?2,3?4?5?6,  J , 
8,  Station 
Terrace. 

1,  High  Street. 

- 

Fleur-de-lis 

18,19,20,21, 
High  Street 

4,  Riverside  Cotts. 
7,9?  Ivor  Street 
14,  Victoria  Road. 
1,2,3?  Mount  Pleast. 

23a.,  Victoria  Rd„ 
9,  Gellihaf  Rd. 

Blackwood 

1 ,2 , 3 ?4?  5,6 , 7 , 
Cwmgelli 

1,2,  Morris  Lane 

3,  Berllangron 
1,  Hall  Street 

4,  Gas  Terrace 

— 

Argoed 

3,4?  Fair  Oak 

Lilac  Cottage 
Fair  Oak 

I 


Cb)  Houses  to  be  dealt  with  after  5 years 

| 


Ward 

Addresses 

No.  of  Houses 

New  Tredegar 

53,  54,  55,  68,  69,  71,  72,  73,  79, 
80,  81,  95  and  96,  Lower  Road* 

13 

Aberbargoed 

3 and  4,  Quarry  Row, 

7 and  9?  Bedwellty  Road, 

1,  2,  3?  4?  5,  6?  Coedybrain  Row. 

10 

Pengam 

13  and  14,  High  Street. 
1,  2,  3?  Bont  Cottages. 

5 

Fleur-de-lis 

9 and  10  Twynymedw 
9 and  10  Victoria  Road. 

12,  13,  14,  Plas  Road. 

34?  Castle  Street. 

5?  6,  8,  Ivor  Streets 

River  Cottage.  3,  Riverside  Cotts. 

13 
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Blackwood 

10,  11,  Hall  Street 
1,  2,  3,  4,  High  Street. 
1,  2,  3»  Gas  Terrace. 
Rose  Cottage. 

> 

10 

Argoed 

Fair  Oak  Farm. 

16,  1?>  19>  20,  High  Street. 

5 

(c)  Houses  to  be  dealt  with  in  ten  years? 


75  prefabricated  dwellings. 


SUMMARY 

Total  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with  as  from  31st 
December,  1955« 

Noo  in  which  demolition  orders  or  closing  orders 
have  been  made  and  awaiting  Council’s  action 
To  be  dealt  with  immediately  ...  ... 

To  be  dealt  with  in  five  years  ...  ... 

To  be  dealt  with  in  ten  years  . 0.0  ... 

TOTAL:  189 


At  the  time  of  making  the  report,  some  of  the  tenants  to 
be  displaced  from  unfit  property  are  on  the  waiting  list  for  the  proposed 
new  housing  scheme  at  Sunnybank  Road,  Blackwood.  It  is  hoped  that 
before  the  end  of  1956 » the  slum  clearance  scheme  will  be  nearing  its 
completion. 


18 

40 

56 

75 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT  1954 

CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 
' < ■ / " ' 

Number  of  applications  received  ....  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  applications  granted  by  the  Council  ...  ... 

Number  of  applications  for  revocation  of  certificates  ... 
Number  of  applications  for  revocation  of  cerificates  granted 
by  the  C ounc il  ...  ...  ...  00.  ..o  ... 


5 

2 

4 


REQUISITIONED  PREMISES 

There  are  no  requisitioned  premises  in  the  area. 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES 


In  consultation  and  conjunction  with  the  Housing  Manager, 

Mr.  J.  H.  Walker  who  commenced  duties  on  1st  April,  1955>  inspections 
are  made  of  Council  houses  in  the  Area  with  the  object  of  keeping  a 
record  of  condition  of  cleanliness,  number  of  occupants  and  upkeep  of 
gardens.  If  unsatisfactory  conditions  of  cleanliness  are  found,  advice 
is  offered  and  if  there  is  evidence  of  vermin,  insecticides  are  given 
to- assist  the  tenants  in  disinfestation  of  the  rooms  and  furniture. 

If  no  improvement  is  shown,  notice  is  served  under  Section  83 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  requiring  the  occupier  to  cleanse  the 
premises.  Non-compliance  with  this  notice  leads  to  the  matter  being 
reported  to  the  Council  with  a view  to  giving  notice  to  quit  the  house. 

This  action  has  almost  invariably  been  successful  in  obtain- 
ing better  conditions. 


It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  only  a very  small  percentage 
of  the  houses  a-^e  below  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  and  an 
even  smaller  number  show  evidence  of  infestation. 

Number  of  routine  inspections  of  Council  houses 
during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  544 

Number  of  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

In  addition  to  the  above,  all  prospective  tenants  for  Council 
houses  are  visited  and  reported  upon  to  the  Housing  Manager,  also 
transfers  of  tenancies,  and  all  Council  houses  becoming  vacant. 

It  is  still  to  be  deplored  that  certain  tenants  seem  to  take 
no  interest  in  the  surrounds  and  gardens  of  the  housqs. 


Number  of  prospective  tenants  visited  and  reports 
submitted  to  the  Housing  Manager  ... 

Number  of  transfers  inspected  ...  ... 

Enpty  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ... 

Empty  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ... 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  regarding 
Council  houses  and  tenants  ...  ... 


163 

65 

21 

Nil 

844 
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X am  indebted  to  Mr.  Walker  for  the  following  informations 

No.  of  houses 
at  1.  5^ 56. 


New  Tredegar 

57 

Aberbargoed 

517 

Pe  ngam 

255 

Cefn  Fforest 

314 

Blackwood 

628 

Argoed 

161 

1,932 


LIST  OF  APPLICANTS  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 
MAY,  1956o 


In  Apartments 

Others 

Total 

New  Tredegar 

113 

57 

170 

Aberba’rgoed 

137 

38 

175 

Pengam 

76 

50 

126 

Cefn  Fforest 

64 

9 

73 

Blackwood 

119 

62 

181 

Argoed 

78 

20 

98 

Outside  Areas 

45 

31 

76 

632 

267 

899 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Inquiries  were  made  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  and  in 
some  cases  disinfection  was  carried  out. 

No.  of  inquiries  made  ...  ...  21 

No,  of  disinfections  carried  out  6 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

f ..  . 

There  is  nly  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district.  It  is 
used  by  a few  aged  persons.  Inspections  of  the  premises  were  made  during 
the  year  and  the  reports  were  satisfactory. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


No  alterations  in  the  source  of  supplies  of  water  were  made 
during  the  year.  The  Rhymney  Valley  is  supplied  by  the  Rhymney 
Valley  Water  Board  and  the  Sirhowy  Valley  portion  of  the  area  by  the 
Council  who  purchase  water  from  the  Tredegar  Urban  District  Council,, 

6 samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and  supplies 
proved  satisfactory,. 

Again,  inadequate  water  supply  at  some  older  houses,  due  to 
pipe  corrosion,  received  attention.  If  the  position  was  not  remedied 
after  informal  action,  notices  were  served  under  the  Water  Act  and  the 
supply  was  improved. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

There  are  no  swimming  pools  in  the  area,,  the  nearest  being  at 
Pontllanfraith  and  ^argoed. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Rat  infestation  of  the  river  banks  is  being  carefully  watched 
and  the  Rodent  Operators  of  the  adjoining  local  authorities  co-operate 
with  your  operator  in  the  work  of  disinf estationo 

PET  ANIMALS  - SHOPS 

The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 » designed  to  regulate  the  sale  of  pet 
animals,  requires  the  licensing  of  pet  shops.  There  are  two  establishments 
in  your  district  selling  pets,  and  these  are  duly  licensed. 


ATMOSPERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Council  are  Members  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee  and  your  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  being  elected  to  represent  the  Council  on  the  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Division.  Your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  an 
elected  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  South  Wales  3.hd  Monmouthshire. 

Samples  of  deposits  from  the  atmosphere  were  collected  in  the 
apparatus  fixed  near  Commin  Road,  Aberbargoed.  These  samples  show  the 
deposit  of  grit,  smoke  and  sulphur  in  the  air  over  that  particular  areao 
The  samples  are  taken  every  month  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff, 
and  the  results  sent  to  our  Department  and  to  the  Department  of  Industrial 
and  Scientific  Research,  London.  The  deposit  gauge  also  records  the  rain- 
fall in  that  particular  spot. 
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Closely  allied -*to  smoke,  and  at  times  causing  considerable 
nuisance  and  air  pollution,  are  the  emissions  of  grit  from  the 
Aberbargoed  Power  House.  The  NoC.B.  have  installed  grit  arresting 
apparatus,  -but  the  nuisance  still  continues.  At  the  time  of  making 
this  report  the  makers  of  this  arresting  apparatus  were  endeavouring 
to  improve  the  standard  of  efficiency. 

The  monthly  results  received  are:  — 

Tons  per 
square  mile 


22  090 

readings  taken 

26°  89 
23*16 
21*70 
21o  01 
13*62 
23*11 
18*31 
15°  19 
18*10 
20.19 


anuary  • . ® ...  ... 

February  ...  no 

March  .<>.  ...  .0. 

April  ...  00.  . . o 

May  o a 9 ...  ...  > . o 

J une  ...  . . « 00. 

July  ...  ...  »«o 

August  0.0  ...  .»o 

September  ...  ...  ... 

October  ...  ...  ... 

November  ...  

December  ...  


RAINFALL 

I am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  T.  Jo  Jones  for  the  following 
information: - 


..Monthly  Rainfall  1955 


January 

• • 0 

9 0 0 9 9 0 

4*37 

ins 

February 

0 9 0 

9 9 9 9 9 9 

2o42 

ft 

March 

9 0 0 

9 9 9 9 9 9 

3°25 

n 

April 

e 0 e 

9 9 9 0 9 0 

2»02 

w 

May. 0 0 

• • 0 

9 9 9 9 9 0 

5*26 

n 

June 

• 0 • 

9 0 0 0 0 9 

5°33 

H 

July 

0 • 0 

0 0 9 9 9 9 

1°  33 

M 

August 

0 e 9 

0 9 0 0 0 9 

1*99 

ft 

September 

0 9 9 

0 9 0 9 9 9 

1*91 

rt 

October 

coo 

0 0 9 0 0 9 

3'  53 

H 

November 

0 0 9 

0 0 9 0 9 9 

7*29 

ft 

December 

0 m e 

0 9 0 0 0 9 

000 

n 

Total 

47°  89 

«« 

- 26  - 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


No.  of  factories  with  mechanical  power  . . 0 35 

No.  of  factories  without  mechanical  power  31 

No",  of  outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  72 

A number  of  inspections  were  made  in  conjunction  with  the 
Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the  County  Council.  Notice  was  served  for 
contraventfon  of  fire  precautions  and  the  notice  was  complied  with  forth- 
with. Under  Section  34  of  the  above  Act,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  local 
authority  to  see  that  proper  means  of  fire  escape  are  provided  for  those 
employed  in  the  factory. 

PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

All  the  cinemas  in  the  area  were  visited  in  connection  with  the 
ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation  of  the  premises,  Generali-"- 
speaking,  all  the  premises  were  maintained  in  a clean  condition.  These 
places  are  also  inspected  by  the  local  police  who  co-operate  at  all  times 
with  us  in  these  matters.  The  Rodent  Operator  carried  out  disinfestation 
of  rats  in  two  cinemas. 

CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area. 

RODENT  CONTROL  AND  DISINFESTATION 
PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  the  work  of  Rodent 
Control  was  continued  throughout  the  year  by  the  Operator,  Mr.  C.  Shelton, 
The  duties  include  the  organisation  of  systematic  inspection  of  all 
premise-s  and  sewers  likely  to  be  infested  by  rodents  and  of  measures  for 

their  destruction. 

Complaints  from  occupiers  of  dwelling  houses  were  investigated  and 
treatment  carried  out  where  necessary.  Systematic  campaigns  were  organised 
by  the  operators  of  the  Gelligaer  Council  and  our  operator  to  clear  the 
banks  of  the  Rhymney  River,  also  with  the  operator  of  Bedwas  and  Machen 
Council  to  rid  the  land  and  buildings  of  rats  at  Maesycwmmer  Slaughter- 
house. 


Advice  wa3  also  given  to  occupiers  of  private  houses  and  food 
premises  on  the  destruction  of  various  insect  pests.  Disinfestation  of 
empty  Council  houses  infested  with  fleas,  flies  and  bed  bugs  is  still 


Number  of  notices  served  under  Sec.  4 of  the  Act  for  Structural  Work 
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REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  3 1ST  MARCH 
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SEWER  TREATMENT,  OCTOBER  1955 


carried  out  by  the  staff.  A few  school  canteens  were  disinfested  from 
flies  at  the  request  of  the  County  Council,  duu.ng  the  very  hot  weather n 

The  farms  in  the  area  were  inspected,,  when  threshing  was  in 
progress,  under  the  Threshing  and  Dismantling  of  Ricks  Regulations,  1950.  . 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  farmers  co-operated  with 
the  Department  in  this  matter. 

Noo  of  notices  served  ...  ...  2. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  the  sewers  were  inspected  and  baited  with  poison  bait  at  an 
interval  of  six  months. 

I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  co-operation  and 
advice  of  the  Regional  Planning  and  Advisory  Committee  (infestation  Control 
Division)  and  the‘  Divisional  Control  Officer,  Mr.  Richard  Davies. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 
SECTION  50 

BURIAL  OR  CREMATION  OF  THE  DEAD 

No,.,  of  persons  buried  bv  the  Authority  - 3 

This  is  an  decrease  from  year  1954 

No  application  was  made  to  cremate  a body.  The  Undertakers'  ares 


Rhymney  Valley  ...........  .Mr.  C.  Wilde;*  New  Tredegar. 

Sirhowy  Valley  . .......... .Mr.  Herbert  Jones,  Blackwood. 


A contract  has  h^r*^  made  with  Undertakers  to  remove  any  dead 

person  found  on  a highway,  street  or  other  public  place. 4tp  the  Public 

Mortuary.  It  w <ao  ~ot  I'ouna  necessary  to  use  u is  service  during  tne  year. 
The  police  have  been  notified  of  this  Public  Service. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY  AND  POST  MORTEM  ROOM 

No.  of  autopsies  conducted  in  the  Post  Mortem 
Room  during  the  year  . . ...  ...  44 

This  is  an  increase  from  the  year  1954 » when  there 
were  31  autopsies. 
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These  premises  are  under  my  supervision  and  the  part-time 
attendant  is  Mr.  Elias  Jones.  The  cases  dealt  with  were  from: 


N.ew  Tredegar 

Aberbargoed 

Pe  ngam  o . . © . . 

Cef n Ff orest 
Blackwood  © © . 

Markham  ...  ... 

Argoed  ...  ... 

Outside  Bedwellty  Area 


10 

5 
4 
8 
8 
2 
1 

6 


The  mortuary  was  used  on  a few  occasions  during  the  year 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  corpse  until  the  day  of  the  funeral. 

This  service  was  found  necessary  because  of  the  limited  accommodation 
in  many  of  the  new  houses.  In  the  near  future  it  will  undoubtedly  be  a 
public  duty  to  provj.de  places  for  the  retention  of  the  dead  until  burial, 
because  of  the  unstable  facilities  in  the  homes,  especially  in  non- 
parlour houses. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 
SECTION  47 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  during  the  year  under  this 
section,  which  provides  for  the  removal  of  persons  who  are  in  need  of 
care  and  attention  through  age  or  illness  to  a suitable  place. 


CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING 

Collection  of  house  refuse  is  done  by  direct  labour  three  times 
a week  under  the  direction  of  Mr©  T©  J©  Jones,  Engineer  and  Surveyor© 

. TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  41  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year. 

38  of  these  cases  were  of  the  pulmonary  type© 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
A.  FOOD  SHOPS  AND  STORES 

The  following  foods  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
were  condemned  and  destroyed.  This  food  was  surrendered  by  the  shop-keepers 
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during  regular  inspection  at  food  shops:- 


Mea  t 


531  lbso  beef 
7-5  lbs o pork 
51  lbso  pork  sausage 
58  lbso  beef  sausage 
266  lbso  bacon 
l-g  lbs,  pork  biawn 
lbso  lambs  liver 


Canned  Fruit 

4 tins  apples 
53  tins  apricots 
12  tins  damsons 

2 tins  grapes 

3 tins  oranges 

35  tins  pineapples 
30  tins  raspberries 

Canned  Vegetables 

37  tins  baked  beans 

4 tins  carrots 

1  jar  vegetable  salad 

Other  Foods 

72  tins  milk 

1 packet  cakeoma 

2 drums  salt 

3 lbso  figs 

19  lbso  oatmeal 
1 Ibo  Christmas  pudo 
1 pot  pickles 


Canned  Meats 


Pi  sh 


42  lbs*  jellied  veal 
29  tins  stewed  steak 
19  tins  luncheon  meat 
19  tins  minced  beef  loaf 
127i  lbs  cooked  ham 

I Ibo  corned  mutton 
311  lbso  corned  beef 

II  lbso  ox  tongue 

7 lbs o lambs  tongue 

13  tins  pork  roll 

1 Ibo  calves  tongue 

8 pots  meat  paste 

14  tins  pork  luncheon  meat 

1 tin  steak  and  kidney  pudding 


7 tins  pilchards 
1 Ibo  herrings 
4 tins  salmon 
19  lbs<.  hake 
13  pots  salmon  paste 
1 tin  crawfish 


10  tins  blackcurrants 
1 tin  bilberries 
9 tins  gooseberries 
3 tins  greengages 
100  tins  peaches 
67  tins  plums 
6 tins  strawberries 


468  tins  tomatoes 
29  tins  peas 


28  tins  fruit  salad 
9 tins  cherries 

16  tins  grapefruit 

17  tins  loganberries 
41  tins  pears 

3 tins  prunes 
3 tins  tangerines 


6 tins  spaghetti 
4 tins  beetroot 


12  cartons  chocolate  spread 
10  tins  cream 

13  lbso  flour 

4 pots  lemon  curd 
3 lbso  rice 
6 lbs  cake 
7-g-  lbso  currants 


15  tins  soup 
3 pots  marmalade 
3 pots  mince  meat 
6 lbs«  semolina 
20  lbs.  coconut 
8 pots  jam0 
1 box  cheese  spread 


1 ton  4 cwtso  2 qrs. 


Total  Weight  of  Food  Destroyed 


5i  lba 


B.  MILK  SUPPLY 


Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
from  milk  retailers  in  the  course  of  retail  sale,  also  from  the  various 
schools  in  the  area. 

During  the  year,  22  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  Of 
these,  4 were  unsatisfactory.  Steps  were  taken  immediately  in  these  cases 
to  remedy  the  unsatisfactory  supply. 

No.  of  distributors  ...  ...  ...  28 

No.  of  dairies  (other  than  farms)  ...  6 

Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised  Milk  Regulations,  1949?  and  Milk  (Special  Designations) 

Raw  Milk  Regulations,  1949. 


(a)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  pasteurised  milk 27 

(b)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk.... 10 

(c)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  T. T. Pasteurised  milk 7 

(d)  Supplementary  licences  for  sale  of  designated 

milk  by  vendors  from  outside  area...... .14 

(e)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  sterilised  milk. 6 


C.  ICE  CREAM 

Careful  attention  was  given  to  the  conditions  under  which  ice 
cream  was  manufactured,  stored  and  sold.  The  premises  were  visited,  in 
some  cases  for  the  purposes  of  ensuring  compliance  with  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treated)  Regulations  1937  - 52?  and  the  maintenance  of  a good 
standard  of  hygiene.  A large  number  of  shops  now  sell  ice  cream  xtre- 
packed,  thereby  eliminating  the  risk  of  contamination  after  wholesale 
distribution.  Particular  attention  was  paid  itinerant  vendors  and  their 
personal  hygiene. 

No.  of  retailers  on  the  register  ...  ...  37 

D.  MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  situated  in  the  area.  The  whole 
of  the  meat  supply  for  the  area  comes  slaughterhouses  situated 

in  adjoining  Urban  areas.  The  main  source  of  meat  supply  comes  from 
the  Maesycwmmer  slaughterhouse,  owned  by  the  Cooperative  Wholesale  Society 
and  situated  in  the  Bedwas  and  Machen  Council  area.  The  meat  inspection 
is  carried  out  in  the  slaughterhouse  by  a full-=time  qualified  meat 
inspector.  The  meat  from  this  slaughterhouse  is  distributed  all  over 
South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire.  Four  local  authorities  are  responsible 
for  a portion  of  the  Inspector’s  salary  - Bedwas  and  Machen,  Mynyddislwyn, 
Gelligaer  and  Bedwellty  - the  County  Council  paying  half  of  the  annual 
salary. 
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The  upper  portion  of  the  Bedwellty  area  is  supplied  with  meat 
from  the  Tredegar  slaughterhouse  - owned  by  Tredegar  Council  - also  from 
a.  private  slaughterhouse  in  "Brynmawr*  The  meat  at  both  these  places  is 
inspected  by  a full-time  meat  and  rood  inspector* 

During  the  year,  owing  to  staff  difficulties,  the  inspectors 
from  your  Department  rendered  assistance  in  the  inspection  of  meat  at 
the  slaughterhouse  on  one  day  per  week  for  approximately  three  months. 
The  inspector  at  Mynyddislwyn  also  assisted* 

Below  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Bedwas  and  Machen 
inspector  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the  amount  of  meat 
condemned  at  the  Maesycwmmer  (Wholesale  Cooperative  Society)  slaughter- 
house . 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  DURING  1955 


Cattle 


Calves 


Sheep 


Pigs 


2821  187  2J9O4O  7,213 

representing  approximately  1,090  tons  8 cwts* 

The  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  slaughter  house, 
11  tons  3 cwts0  0 qtrs*  10  lbs* 


was 


E*  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS  - SAMPLING 

I am  indebted  to  Mr*  Ac  W,  Prosser,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and 
Measures  Department,  Monmouthshire  County  Council,  for  the  report  on  the 
work  done  by  the  Department  in  1955?  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  in  the 
Bedwellty  Urban  Area, 

91  samples  of  food  were  procured  at  Aberbargoed,  Blackwood, 
Fleur-de-lis,  Pengam  and  New  Tredegar,  They  consisted  of  63  milks,  20 

other  foods,  6 ice  creams  and  '2  beers. 

*•  j 

The  Public  Analyst  certified  all  these  samples,  with  the  exception 
of  2 milks  to  be  up  to  t-he  standards  required*  The  two  samples  of  milk 
in  question  were  only  slightly  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat,  and  were  both 
from  the  same  source  of  supply.  Taking  into  consideration  the  large 
proportion  of  samples  from  this  source  which  v/ere  Genuine  and  the  fact 
that  deficiencies  were  so  small,  no  further  action  was  deemed  necessary* 
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The  average  Fat  content  was  3° 85  and  the  Solids  not  Fat 
8068  per  cent. 

F.  PUBLIC  HOUSES  AND  CLUBS 

During  the  year  all  the  Public  Houses  and  Clubs  have  been 
visited  and  inspectedo  Attention  has  been  paid  particularly  to  clean- 
liness of  premises,  glasses  and  other  equipment.  Sanitary  accommodation 
was  also  noted. 

In  most  cases  the  premises  were  in  a generally  satisfactory 
condition  but  in  a few  premises  the  desired  standard  was  not  maintained, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  glasses.  This  was  due  to 
some  extent  to  hot  water  not  being  provided  to  serveries  - in  addition 
to  main  servery. 

In  one  club  the  use  of  insanitary  spittoons  were  still  tolerated 
by  club  members. 

Bar  counters  could  be  improved  by  the  addition  of  impervious 
material  such  as  "Formica"  to  cover  counter  surfaces. 


In  cases  of  sanitary  accommodation  defects  were  of  a minor  nature, 
such  as  broken  seats,  etc. 

No.  of  Public  Houses  inspected  32 

No.  of  Clubs  inspected  21 

Letters  and  notices  were  sent  in  respect  of  the  following 

items:- 


Defects 

No.  of  premises  where  this  defect 
occurred 

Dirty  glasses 

5 

Dirty  beer  supply  pipes 

1 

Hot  water  supply  to  bar 

5 

Impervious  material  to  bar  counters 

4 

Spittoons 

1 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

1 

Defective  W.C.  pan  or  seats 

5 

Artificial  light  in  sanitary 
acc  ommoda ti on 

1 

Ventilation  of  sanitary  accommodation 

1 

Decoration  of  sanitary  accommodation 

} 

Decoration  of  cellar 

1 

Decoration  of  bar 

■ 3 
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If  the  public  will  demand  clean  glasses,  clean  accommodation 
for 'drinking,  etc.,  it  will  play  an  important  part  in  influencing  the 
landlord  or  steward  in  the  right  manner,, 

G.  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  RESTAURANTS 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  these 
premises,  and  all  canteens,  restaurants  and  cafes  have  been  inspected,, 

Noo  of  inspections  made;- 

School  Canteens  . . . ...  17 

Cal  as  o..  09.  ...  ib 

Factory  Canteens  c . o . . . 3 

Some  further  progress  in  improving  conditions  in  food  premises 
have  been  made  since  my  last  report.  Generally  speaking,  the  premises 
were  satisfactory,  but  in  two  instances,  the  proprietors  of  restaurants 
were  notified  of  unsatisfactory  condition  of  decorations,  facilities 
and  cleanliness.  In  both  these  instances,  the  space  alloted  as  a kitchen 
was  very  limited  and  extra  care  had  to  be  taken  to  counteract  this  dis- 
advantage. 


There  are  nine  private  restaurants  in  the  area  which  cater 
for  cooked  meals  and  most  of  these  are  in  the  Blackwood  ward.  The  per- 
sonal cleanliness  of  those  employed  in  these  premises,  except  in  one  case, 
was  satisfactory,  and  generally  a good  sense  of  hygiene  was  displayed. 

It  is  encouraging  to  find  that  most  persons  engaged  in  the  food 
trade  are  becoming  more  conscious  of  the  necessity  for  consistent  clean- 
liness in  the  preparation  and  handling  of  all  foods.  Refrigeration  is 
becoming  more  popular  and  will  do  much  to  eliminate  the  possibility  of 
food  infection.  There  is  a definite  trend  towards  the  greater  use  of 
refrigeration  in  most  food  trades. 

The  general  public  could  supplement  our  efforts  if  they  insisted 
upon  clean  codes  of  practice  when  they  purchase  meals,  etc.,  and  when  they 
find  unhygienic  methods,  report  same  immediately  to  the  Department. 

School  canteens  were  satisfactory  although  there  were  some  points 
which  required  attention. 

These  defects  werej- 

^a)  Redecoration  4 canteens 

(b)  Worn  or  defective  sinks  or 

draining  boards  4 canteens 

(c)  Inadequate  ventilation  of 

kitchen  food  stores  3 canteens 


- = 


w 

Open  jointed  preparation  tables 

3 

canteens 

(e) 

Inadequate  hand  washing 

facilities 

5 

canteens 

(f) 

Other  matters 

1 

canteen 

The  defects  were  soon  remedied  because  liaison  between  the 
Education  Authority  and  the  Health  Department  is  very  cordial* 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  meals  are  served  for  about 
1,700  children  - about  2f$  of  scholars* 

FACTORY  CANTEENS 

These  were  satisfactory  and  a reasonable  hygienic  standard  is 
maintained  in  such  premises*  Only  a small  proportion  of  employees  now 
take  cooked  meals  at  these  premises* 


FOOD  POISONING 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  Returned  to  Registrar  General* 
1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter  Total 

5 - 5 

Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause* 

Total  outbreaks  - 1 Total  cases  - 5 

Single  Cases. 

Agent  identified!  Nil  Unknown  causes  Nil 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1933 

No.  of  new  licences  issued  to  slaughtermen  Nil 
No.  of  renewals  of  licences  for  slaughtermen  6 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950 


Number  of  Shops  and  Shop  Assistants 
in  the  Bedwellty  District 


* 

TYPE 

OP  PREMISES 

SHOP  ASSISTANTS  0 

„ Shops 

Sheds 

Mar- 

ket 

stalls 

Total 

"remso 

Over 
18  yrs 

16-18 

years 

14-16 

years 

Total 

New  Tredegar 

106 

- 

- 

106 

88 

11 

10 

109 

Aberbargoed 

50 

1 

— 

51 

ft**  ■ 

73 

8 

3 

'84 

Pengam 

49 

1 

- 

50 

69 

12 

' 9 

90 

Cefn  Fforest 

24 

1 

- 

25 

18 

6 

4 

28 

Blackwood 

134 

4 

8 

146 

315 

100 

20 

435 

Argoed 

10 

2 

- 

12 

17 

2 

- 

19 

Markham 

8 

2 

- 

10 

26 

2 

1 

29 

Hollybush 

3 

- 

- 

3 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Totals 

384 

11 

8 

403 

611 

142 

48 

801 

The  above  table  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  assistants 
employed  in  1954 


I should  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  the  Staff 
for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  year„ 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
JDAN  POWELL 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


~ I ,TOA  2 SOBS 


a.+£i  la-c.k  : 13  aqori2  Jo  xadamH 

Joixifeia  tfllswjt-eff  9iO»  a± 


. c'  l ' AT6X32A  *10 H2 

aaeiifiaa  <&)  sty* 

8X-6I 

bt^  8£ 

si>odS 

TtBaeJbstfr  woH 

boos'iAef'tacfA 

ms3«®a 

8l 

^saioY1;  c'laO 

* 

*£I 

1)903x4. 

- 

OLSli^XaM  : 

xlawdtlloH 

*8* 

INDEX 


o © © o o o 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

Births  © o © o © © © o o ooo  o © o o » o 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  Hep ort  ©©© 

Gin ema  s o o ooo  ooo  © » o ooo  ooo 

Common  Lodging  Houses  oo®  ooo  © © © 

Gounsi 1 Hou s © s o -ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 

Deaths  in  Age  Group oo  ooo  ooo  ooo 

Deaths  under  One  Year1  ©<.©  ooo  ooo 

Deaths,  National  Assistance  Act  Burials 


Death  Hates 
Factories  Act 


o o ooo 


OOO  ooo 


OOO  OOO 


Page 

• 25 

••  7 

17 

..  27 

- 23 

,0  24 

,0  16 

. a 8 

.0  30 

- 7 

,®  27 


Poodj,  Inspection  and  Supervision©  ©••  ooo  ©.©  ooo  31 
(Shop 0 , St ores , Restaurants s Canteens sMeat  Inspection  & 
Public  Houses . ) 


00  0000  ooo  ooo  ooo 


> o 00O  ooo  ooo  00 


OOO  OOO  OOl 


Food  Poisanxrg, 

Housing  o o , 

Housing  Repairs o ©, 

Infectious  Diseases 00  oo®  © » » ® o © 

Infectious  Diseases 9 Causes  and  Deaths. 
Infectious  Diseases,  General  Remarks© ©© 

Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Report  ©©© 

Mortuary  © © ©00  .00  ©00  o©®  .o© 

Notice®  Served ©©  © © © © ©o©  ©oo  ©©© 

Rainfall©  © ©00  o©©  © © 00.  ©oo 

Hats  and  Mice  Destruction© © o©©  ©©» 

Rivers  and  Streams  ©, 

Shops  Act  1950°' 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933  ° ° <>  o © © © © © 

Summary  of  Statxsnos . © © © 00©  ooo  00© 

Tuberculoals , New  Gases  and  Mortality©  © ©©© 

Tuberculosis,,  Notifications  and  Deaths©  ©©© 

Tuberculosis,  Occupational  Incidence©©©  ©©© 

Tuberculosis,  Sanitarium  and  Hospital  Treatment 


) o o ooo 


ooo  o o o 


Mater  Supplies, 


ooo  ooo 


ooo  o o o o 


37 

19 

20 

15 

16 

24 

3 

30 

19 

26 

27 

25 
39 
37 

2 

14 

13 

11 

12 

25 


- 4x  - 


\1  ... 


• « •. 


... 


o • aotoocUC 


C o o 


O © © 


• • « 

0 t» 


• • * 


0 0 9 


•e  .-•«£  d^£eU 


A aortoeqwxj  m >>£j.oO,ci a-  S,^cno.ti  e ^ ) 


*£ 

CS 


... 


. ' jw* H sft  iauoH 


o • <• 


o • « 


.v;t,aea  liW  M „ . ,_  08  7X3 1 


■>li  io  iMiltO  laoitoM 

■ 

... 


• 4»  « 


...  J n tj  »■«  >i  be  t is-.  ? ..  3rc  a a bo  JjjoiouuT 


. 


